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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Kayden comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He is accompanied by his mother, Krystal, who assists with the history. Apparently, Kayden was born without vision in the left eye. He has surgery with Dr. Roarty to straighten out the eyes and possibly also for a retinal detachment on the left side. However, these procedures were for cosmetic reasons and not with the goal of improving the vision. They do state that he has good vision with the right eye. He does not have trouble distinguishing between small objects nor using a computer nor reading small print nor avoiding hazards in his environment. A review of the records from Children’s Hospital shows vision of 20/20 on the right side and hand motions only on the left side at one foot. He states that he takes eye drops, but he does not know the names. He denies taking systemic medications. A review of the records describes optic nerve coloboma and microphthalmos on the left side.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/30 on the right and hand motions only on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of plano +0.50 x 090 on the right and –20.00 sphere on the left. The near acuity with a standard card is not obtainable either because of poor understanding or motivation. However, he is able to make out letters at the level of 20/30 with the right eye at 14 inches and he is unable to recognize shapes nor letters with the left eye and remains at the level of hand motions only with the left eye at 14 inches. The pupils are round and reactive. There is an afferent defect on the left side. Applanation pressures are 15 on the right and 21 on the left. The slit lamp examination on the right side is unremarkable. On the left side, the media are clear although the white-to-white is small. The fundus examination is unremarkable on the right side. On the left side, there is a large posterior coloboma encompassing the optic nerve head and associated proximal retina. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Humphrey kinetic test with a III4e stimulus and without correction shows greater than 160 degrees of horizontal field with the right eye and the absence of a visual field with the left eye.
Assessment:
1. Optic nerve coloboma, left eye.
2. Amblyopia, left eye.
Kayden has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of low vision with the left eye only. Based upon these findings, one would expect him to have difficulties with depth perception. However, he is able to read small size print, distinguish between small objects, use a computer, and avoid hazards in his environment.
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Any difficulties with reading would not be related to his ability to recognize and distinguish between small letters. The prognosis for the right eye is good. The prognosis for the left eye is poor.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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